
 

 
MLS Laboratory Update: APHL Legionella 
Webinar offering. 
 
AUGUST 27TH, 2026  
 
Purpose of this Message:  
To inform MLS colleagues of an Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) free webinar 
offered on September 16th, 2026 at 2:00 pm ET, titled: “Legionella on the Rise: Latest Trends 
and Laboratory Tools.”  APHL Course Flyer (https://aphl.org/docs/default-source/infectious-
diseases-documents/flyers-and-short-term-
documents/2026_legionella_webinarflyer.pdf). 
 

Action Item: 

Use this link to register:  Legionella on the Rise: Latest Trends and Laboratory Tools Live 
(https://learn.aphl.org/learn/courses/829/legionella-on-the-rise-latest-trends-and-
laboratory-tools-live). If you don’t already have an APHL account, you will need to create a 
free account in order to register. 

 
Background: 

Legionnaires’ disease incidence continues to rise, increasing the need for coordinated 
public health detection and response. Join the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and public health laboratory experts for an overview of current Legionnaires’ disease 
epidemiologic trends and clinical and environmental testing approaches. Speakers will 
discuss the role and limitations of urinary antigen testing (UAT), the need for collecting 
lower respiratory specimens for further characterization, testing algorithm examples, and 
the importance of environmental testing for supporting outbreak investigations. 

 

Additional Information:  
APHL Course Flyer (https://aphl.org/docs/default-source/infectious-diseases-
documents/flyers-and-short-term-documents/2026_legionella_webinarflyer.pdf). 
 
Questions:  
Please contact: infectious.diseases@aphl.org
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Thank You, 
 
Paula M. (Snippes) Vagnone, MT (ASCP) 
Microbiology Unit Supervisor, AR Lab Network Central Region Coordinator 
Public Health Laboratory, Minnesota Department of Health 
Phone: 651-201-5581 
paula.snippes@state.mn.us     
 
 
 
THIS IS AN UPDATE FROM THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY (MDH-PHL) AND THE 
MINNESOTA LABORATORY SYSTEM (MLS). THIS MESSAGE IS BEING SENT TO MLS LABORATORY CONTACTS SERVING MINNESOTA 
RESIDENTS. YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO REPLY TO THIS MESSAGE.   
 
**PLEASE FORWARD THIS TO ALL APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL WITHIN YOUR INSTITUTION AND HEALTH SYSTEM**   
 
THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE PERSONNEL AND RESPONSE PARTNERS  
WHO HAVE A NEED TO KNOW THE INFORMATION TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES. IT IS FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. DO NOT 
DISTRIBUTE BEYOND THE INTENDED RECIPIENT GROUPS AS DESCRIBED IN THIS MESSAGE.   
 
Minnesota Laboratory System 
Minnesota Department of Health, Public Health Laboratory  
601 Robert St. N, St. Paul, MN 55164-0899 
651-201-5200 
health.mnlabsystem@state.mn.us   
www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/idlab/mls/index.html 
To obtain this information in a different format, call: 651-201-5200. 
 
 

mailto:paula.snippes@state.mn.us
mailto:health.mnlabsystem@state.mn.us
http://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/idlab/mls/index.html



