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MLS Laboratory Update: Changes to Invasive E. 
coli Surveillance 
 

F E B R U A R Y  9 ,  2 0 2 6  

Purpose of this Message: 
To notify you of important changes to invasive E. coli (iEC) surveillance.  

Action Item: 
Please carefully review the changes described below. 

Background: 
Due to changes in priorities at the federal level, we are pausing isolate collection as part of iEC 
surveillance in persons ≥90 days of age in Hennepin and Ramsey County residents. We will 
continue to collect isolates and case data for statewide iEC surveillance in Minnesota residents 
<90 days of age. 

 

For iEC cases with a specimen collection date of January 1, 2026 or later, please note the 
following:  

• Continue:  

o Submitting iEC isolates to MDH-PHL from patients <90 days of age 

o Reporting iEC case data for patients <90 days of age. If you typically email line 
lists, please send to the NEW email address -  eip.report.mdh@state.mn.us  

o Reporting iEC cases in Hennepin and Ramsey County residents who are ≥90 days 
of age. If you typically email line lists, please send to the NEW email address -  
eip.report.mdh@state.mn.us 

• Stop:  

o Submitting iEC isolates to MDH-PHL from patients >90 days of age 

Additional Information:  
Thank you for your partnership in iEC surveillance. In 2025, with your help, we identified over 
1,200 cases and collected 500 isolates. We plan to share an epidemiologic summary of these 
data in the near future. Your work is instrumental in helping us understand baseline 
epidemiologic trends and will support the evaluation of future public health interventions. We 
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will continue to conduct surveillance for neonatal cases (up to 90 days of age) and conduct 
surveillance for carbapenem-resistant E. coli as part of the Multi-site Gram Negative 
Surveillance Initiative (MuGSI). 

Questions:  

If you have any reporting questions, please contact Jennifer Zipprich, 
jennifer.zipprich@state.mn.us 

If you have any laboratory questions, please contact: Paula Snippes Vagnone, 
paula.snippes@state.mn.us  

 

Thank you for your ongoing partnership. 

 
Jennifer Zipprich, PhD 
Emerging Infections Unit Supervisor 
651-201-5087 
Jennifer.zipprich@state.mn.us 
 
Paula M. (Snippes) Vagnone, MT (ASCP) 
Microbiology Unit Supervisor, AR Lab Network Central Region Coordinator 
Public Health Laboratory, Minnesota Department of Health 
Phone: 651-201-5581 
paula.snippes@state.mn.us   

 

THIS IS AN UPDATE FROM THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY (MDH-PHL) AND THE 
MINNESOTA LABORATORY SYSTEM (MLS). THIS MESSAGE IS BEING SENT TO MLS LABORATORY CONTACTS SERVING MINNESOTA 
RESIDENTS. YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO REPLY TO THIS MESSAGE.   

**PLEASE FORWARD THIS TO ALL APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL WITHIN YOUR INSTITUTION AND HEALTH SYSTEM**   

THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE PERSONNEL AND RESPONSE PARTNERS 
WHO HAVE A NEED TO KNOW THE INFORMATION TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES. IT IS FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. DO NOT 
DISTRIBUTE BEYOND THE INTENDED RECIPIENT GROUPS AS DESCRIBED IN THIS MESSAGE.   

Minnesota Laboratory System 
Minnesota Department of Health, Public Health Laboratory  
601 Robert St. N, St. Paul, MN 55164-0899 
651-201-5200 
health.mnlabsystem@state.mn.us  
www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/idlab/mls/index.html 

To obtain this information in a different format, call: 651-201-5200. 
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