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Professional Experience: 

2022 – Present Deputy State Epidemiologist, Minnesota Department of Health 

2014 – Present Manager - Foodborne, Waterborne, Vectorborne, and Zoonotic Diseases 
Section, Infectious Diseases Epidemiology, Prevention, and Control 
Division, Minnesota Department of Health 

1999 – 2014 Supervisor - Foodborne, Vectorborne, and Zoonotic Diseases Unit, 
Acute Disease Investigation and Control Section, Minnesota 
Department of Health 

2000 – 2003 State Public Health Veterinarian  
Minnesota Department of Health 

1999 – 2004 Editor - Disease Control Newsletter, Division of Infectious Disease 
Epidemiology, Prevention, and Control, Minnesota Department of 
Health 

1998 – 1999 Infectious Disease Epidemiologist - Foodborne, Vectorborne, and 
Zoonotic Diseases Unit, Acute Disease Epidemiology Section, 
Minnesota Department of Health 



Professional Experience: (continued) 
 
  1996 – 1998  Medical Epidemiologist, Epidemic Intelligence Service, Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention and Acute Disease Epidemiology 
Section, Minnesota Department of Health 

 
  1995 – 1996  Wildlife Veterinarian, Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease 

Study, College of Veterinary Medicine, The University of Georgia 
 
  1991 – 1995  Graduate Research Assistant, Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife 

Disease Study, College of Veterinary Medicine, The University of 
Georgia 

 
1990 – 1991  Graduate Student Assistant, Department of Microbiology, Immunology, 

and Preventive Medicine, College of Veterinary Medicine, Iowa State 
University 

 
Honors/Awards: 
 
  2023   Stephen B. Thacker Excellence in Mentoring Award, Epidemic 

Intelligence Service  

  2015   Bill Keene Award for Excellence in Epidemiology, Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention (CDC) OutbreakNet   

  2013   Mackel Award Co-Winner, CDC 

  2013   James M. Nakano Citation Award for Outstanding Scientific 
Publication Co-Winner, CDC 

  2013   Star Award, Minnesota Department of Health 

  2011   Distinguished Service Award, Minnesota Agri-Growth Council (to 
MDH for distinguished service to Minnesota’s food and agriculture 
industry) 

  2011   Charles C. Shepard Science Award Co-Winner, CDC 

  2009   Alexander D. Langmuir Prize Manuscript Co-Winner, CDC    

  2009   Merit Award, Minnesota Environmental Health Association     

  2009   Veterinarian of the Year, American Association of Food Hygiene 
Veterinarians  

  2008-2009  Community Partner Award, University of Minnesota School of   
     Public Health (“Team Diarrhea”) 

 2002   James H. Steele Veterinary Public Health Award, CDC 

1995   Wildlife Disease Association Best Student Presentation Terry 
Amundson Award 

  1995   Animal Disease Research Workers in Southern States Best Student 
Presentation Award 

  1990   Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine Senior   
Scholastic Award 

 
 
 
 



Professional Organizations: 
 
  Minnesota Environmental Health Association       
  National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians 
  Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 
       
Reviewer: 
 
  American Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation 
  Clinical Infectious Diseases 
  Clinical Microbiology Reviews  
  Epidemiology and Infection 
  Emerging Infectious Diseases 
  Foodborne Pathogens and Disease 
  Journal of Wildlife Diseases 
  Pediatric Infectious Diseases Journal 
  PLOS ONE 

Red Book, Report of the Committee on Infectious Diseases (2015, 2018, 2020, 2024) 
  The Journal of Pediatrics  
  Zoonoses and Public Health 
       
Working groups, Committees, and Centers of Excellence: 
 
  2012 – 2024  Upper Midwest Agricultural Safety and Health Center (MDH Principal 

Investigator) 
 
  2012 – Present Minnesota Integrated Food Safety Center of Excellence (Director) 
 
  2012 – Present Integrated Foodborne Outbreak Response and Management Steering 

Committee 
 
  2012 – 2016  CDC Board of Scientific Counselors Antimicrobial Resistance Working 

Group 
 
  2011 – Present Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response (Co-Chair since 

2013)  
 
  2008 – 2013  US Food and Drug Administration Partnership for Food Protection 

Coordinating Committee, and Response Workgroup  
 
  2006 – 2016  National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, Animal 

Contact Compendium Committee (Co-chair 2010-16) 
 
  2007 – Present   Infectious Diseases Planning Committee and Food Safety/Enteric 

Diseases Sub-committee (Chair since 2011), Council of State and 
Territorial Epidemiologists 

 
  2000 – 2012   Antibiotic Resistance Sub-committee Co-chair (and Chair since 2007), 

Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 
 
  2000 – Present CDC Environmental Health Specialist Network Steering Committee 
 
  1999 – Present CDC/FSIS/FDA Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance Network 

(FoodNet) Steering Committee 



Working groups, Committees, and Centers of Excellence: (continued) 
 
  1999 – Present Food Safety Center, Minnesota Department of Health  

 
  1999 – 2010  Minneapolis Water Works Advisory Committee 

 
 
Teaching: 
 
  2016 – Present Course Co-Instructor, University of Minnesota School of Public Health 

Public Health 6100-181. Theory and Practice in Foodborne Disease 
Outbreak Detection, Investigation and Control 

 
  2015, 2018  Course Instructor, University of Minnesota School of Public Health. 

Public Health 7230-101 – The Petting Zoo Problem: Zoonotic Disease 
Outbreaks Associated with Animal Contact at Public Venues – 
Occurrence, Prevention, and Challenges 

 
  2015   Course Instructor, University of Minnesota School of Public Health. 

Public Health 7230-103 – Salmonella, Shiga toxin-producing E. coli, 
and Listeria: Drivers of Food Safety Policy and Regulatory Change 

 
  2009 – Present Adjunct Assistant Professor, Division of Epidemiology, University of 

Minnesota School of Public Health 
 

 2007, 2010, 2019 Course Co-instructor, University of Minnesota School of Public Health. 
Public Health 7200 – Epidemiology of Foodborne Pathogens 

 
 2006 – Present Course Instructor, University of Minnesota School of Public Health. 

Public Health 7231 – Surveillance of Foodborne Diseases in Humans 
 

2004 – 2019 Guest Lecturer, Division of Epidemiology, University of Minnesota 
School of Public Health. Public Health 6341: Epi Methods I 

 
2004 – Present Guest Lecturer, Division of Epidemiology, University of Minnesota 

School of Public Health. Public Health 6336: Advanced Seminar in 
Infectious Disease 

 
2003 – Present Adjunct Assistant Professor, Division of Environmental Health 

Sciences, University of Minnesota School of Public Health 
 

2002 – 2019  Guest Lecturer, Division of Epidemiology, University of Minnesota 
School of Public Health. Public Health 5345: Epi Methods, Data 
Collection 

 
2000 – Present Guest Lecturer, Division of Epidemiology, University of Minnesota 

School of Public Health. Public Health 5335: Epidemiology and Control 
of Infectious Diseases 

 
1998 – Present Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Clinical and Population 

Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine, University of Minnesota 
 

 
 
 



Teaching: (continued) 
 

1996 – 1997  Guest Lecturer, Department of Clinical and Population Sciences, 
College of Veterinary Medicine, University of Minnesota. Public Health 
5310/Clinical and Population Sciences 8690: Zoonoses and Diseases 
Common to Humans and Animals 

 
1995 – 1996  Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Parasitology, College of 

Veterinary Medicine, The University of Georgia. Parasitology 520/521: 
Veterinary Parasitology I and II 

 
1995 – 1996  Guest Lecturer, School of Forest Resources, The University of Georgia. 

Forest Resources 850/851: Diseases of Wildlife 
 

1994   Guest Lecturer, Department of Microbiology, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, The University of Georgia 
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